
Recent United States History I & II
Contact Information:

Alex Lewis

Location: Room 132
Phone:  479-2261ext 142
E-mail: Alex.lewis@k12northstar.org
Website: http://hut-alewis2.weebly.com/ 
Course Description: 
In United States History 1 & 2 students explore specific eras beginning with European contact and culminating with a study of the contemporary United States. Both semesters focus on the development of democratic principles and civic responsibility. 
(FBNSBSD K-12 Social Studies Curriculum, 2007, p.37)
Goals & Objectives: 

· Place major world and American events in chronological sequence and in time periods
· Identify the causes and effects of major U.S. historical events and place these events in chronological order. 

· Recognize basic constitutional principles and how they apply to daily life.

· Identify connections and parallels between current and historic events.

· Utilize primary sources to evaluate historical interpretations. 

· Recognize the forces that lead to conflict, war, revolution, and change. 

(FBNSBSD K-12 Social Studies Curriculum, 2007, p.39)

Daily Supplies:

· Writing utensil 

· Textbook

· Workbook 
· Folder

Workbooks/Homework:
· Each student will receive a workbook for both Semester I & II of this course at the beginning of the year. It is the student’s responsibility to maintain their workbook throughout the year. If the workbook is lost a student can obtain a new one for $10 from the teacher. 
· There will be zero day to day homework in this class. However, Students will have their workbook unit activities due prior to each unit test. It is up to the students to complete their workbook activities for their note check grade. 
Quizzes and Tests: 

· All quizzes and tests will be announced. Students will be given ample time to prepare for them. Students should expect a short quizzes throughout the week based on lectures in class.  
Grading:
· Work for this class will be based on a weighted system
· Workbook checks 20%

· Quizzes 20%

· Projects 20%

· Tests (including final exams) 40%

· I will drop the lowest quiz grade each quarter. 
Absences/ Make-up work:

· It is the student’s responsibility to find out what he or she has missed in class. 

· If a student needs notes from a class that they have missed, they need to get them from a buddy or the class website. 
· Students have one week (5 school days) to make up a missed quiz or test. Students must make an appointment with the teacher to do this. 
· Students who are planning to be out for long periods of time need to speak with the teacher to make arrangements for while they are gone. 

· If you are absent the day a project is due, I expect it to be turned in the day you return to school, even if you do not have class that day. 
Late work: 

· Workbooks must be collected for check prior to the unit test. I will not accept workbooks after the test has been taken. Students must see the teacher prior to the test if there is a problem with a workbook collection. 
· Major projects are due to me by the end of the school day (2:15pm) of the day it is due. The project will lose 10% per day until it is worth 0pts. 

Class Pass:

· Each student will receive 5 class passes for the semester. Once the 5 passes have been used, the student will not receive anymore. Students are not allowed to share, trade, or sell their passes. 

· If a student has a pass or passes remaining at the end of the semester they can trade each one in for 5 extra credit points each. 
Cheating/ Plagiarism: 

· Cheating/ Plagiarism will not be tolerated in my class!

· All cases of cheating and plagiarism will be reported to administration, and all students involved will receive a 0 for the assignment or test. (As per FBNSBSD policy, page 18 of 2011-2012 Student Rights, Responsibilities, Behavioral Consequences Handbook )

Classroom Behavior: 

· RESPECT is key, there will be no put downs or bullying in my class.

· Talking while someone else is talking is not polite and should not occur

· No cell phones, IPods, IPads, or personal laptops allowed during class unless otherwise stated by the teacher.
· Homework for other classes will not be allowed. If I see it being done it will be confiscated until the end of the period. 
· I do not mind eating my class as long as you clean up after yourself. If you leave a mess in my room, the entire class will lose their privileges.  
· Attendance and accountability are important. I will enforce the school’s attendance policy, and expect students to abide by school rules and take responsibility for their actions. 
I’m anticipating a successful year with you! Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you have throughout the school year!

Directions: Students should read the classroom policy above, and share it with their parents. After reading the policy each student and their parent should sign the statement below. 

I _____________________________ , have read and understand the classroom policies stated above. I agree to follow the rules of the classroom and respect the rights of my peers. If my parents or I have any questions, comments, or concerns about my progress in this class I agree to contact the teacher. 
______________________ (Student signature) 
____________________ (Date)



______________________ (Parent signature) 


